
Resolution No. 02-2021-24 
i 

WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHE TRIBE 
A Sovereign Tribal Nation 

(Classifying Church Sewices and Pemnnel as Essential) 

WHEREAS, The Constitution of the White Mountain Apache Tribe ('Tribe') of the ForC Apache 
Zndian Reservation provida, at Article W, Section I(a) that the Tribal Council 
("Council") &dl exercise the power, "To repment the Trih and act in all matten that 
concern the welfare of the Tribe. . ."; and 

WEICEFIEAS, During this worldwide COVID-19 pandemic, the Council has taken proactive measutes 
to respond to, mitigate, and prevent the spread of the virus; and 

WHEREAS, Among those measures have been the madments of stay-at-home orders, a mandatory 
cwfew, and an alcohol ban, dl of which were implemented to try and prevent gatherin@ 
and transmission of this deadly d i w  and 

WHEREAS, In light of mxmt requests from community members d pastors to reduce restrictions on 
church= and worship savices, the Council has determid that classifying church 
services and church pmm1 as msatiaI is in the best interest of the Trik and its 
membas. 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Tribal Council of the White Mountain Apache Tribe that church senices 
a d  persannel, including pastors, ministers, and other pawns serving ministerial functions are hereby 
c W f i e d  as "aential pemnnel" for the purpcwes of the Tribe's COVID-related regulations and 
planninn. 

BE IT FCTRTEtER RESOLVED by the Tribal Council of the White Mountain Apache Tribe that it 
hereby directs that in the event this R~lut ion  directly conflicts with the Tribal Constitution, Tribal 
Odhmces, or any material facts concaning the issues presented are later found to be false, thjs 
Resolution &all be deemed null aod void a d  have no legal effect. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Tn'bd Council of the White Mountain Apache Tribe that it 
hereby directs that in the went that this Resolution conflicts with a prior Resolution or Poky, this 
Resolution shall supersede and govern over the conflicting subject matter. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Tribal Council of the White Mountain Apache Tribe that the 
Chairwoman, or in her absence, the Vice-Chairman, is hereby authorized to execute any and all 
documents newssary to effgctuate the intent of this Resolution. 

The foregoing resolution was on FEBRUARY 10.2020 duly adopted by a vote 
of NINE for, against, and ONE abstentions by the Tribal Council of the 
White Mountain Apache Tribe, pursuant to authority vested in it under the 



Resolmrtiun No. 02-2021-24 

enumerated powers listed in Article IV, Section 1 of the WMAT Constitution, so 
r a ~ e d  on September 30, 1993, and federally recognized pursuant to Section 16 
of the Indian Rmrganization Act of June 1 8,1934 (48 Stat. 984). 

Gwendena tee-Gatewd, Chairwoman Date ' Doreen T. Numkena, Tribal Sebary  Date 


